Film History Guiding Questions

Module 1

1. How did the concept of "motion" in motion pictures originate?

2. Describe the first system of still photography to have general success?

3 . How did these 3 inventors contribute to the success of motion pictures industry?


Hannibal Goodwin


George Eastman


Thomas Edison

4 The Lumière brothers in France are credited with first doing what Thomas Edison initially didn't want to do. This important step in motion picture history related to:

5 What is a peephole kinetescope? 

6 Thomas Edison and Edwin Porter produced the first U.S. narrative film in 1903. Also how did it incorporate parallel action?

7 Some groups tried to censor one of the first films done in the United States, The title of the film was _______ and why did they want to censor it?

8. According to motion picture lore the editing of films first started when

 9. Frenchman named Georges Méliès is credited with virtually inventing special effects with his film

10 Nickelodeons were

11. Film producers initially resisted the use of close ups in films because:
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12  List 4 ways the Motion Picture Patents Company (MPPC) controlled the motion picture industry

13. Give two reasons why the pioneer film maker D. W. Griffith is so famous? 

]

14. The name "Hollywood" originated with

 

15. The names Charlie Chaplan, Mack Sennett, and Laurel and Hardy are most associated with ______________, also why was this form of entertainment so popular with immigrants to this country?

16. List 3 ways the McCarthy Hearings affected Hollywood and the motion picture industry?
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17. List 3 reasons why the Studios first opposed the use of sound in motion pictures

18. A minor studio with seemingly nothing to lose "bet the company" on sound. This studio was

19. In 1927, a feature-length film featuring sound starring Al Jolson was a major hit with the public. This film is considered to be the first "talkie. It was

20. The 20 years between 1930 and 1950 are generally recognized as the studio years. List 4 characteristics of this era.

21. At one point during its history the film business was considered an oligopoly. An oligoply is when
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22. The so-called Hayes Code wanted to…

23. To maintain profits and keep the studios afloat during the Great Depression studios started 

24 Define each of the four elements discussed in the module that are used to define films.

A. the film genre
 

B the narrative


C  the discourse

D. the author/director 

25. In 1939, one of the most popular and profitable hit films of all time that displayed an impressive use of color was produced by David O. Selznick. This film was
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26 When television came along movie ticket sales plummeted. How did the movie industry try to win back its audience?

 

27. Ancillary rights in films relate to
